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wa =>. any the Folly of the Continuator's extravagant 
Boaſting, and the Malice of his wilful Forgerics. 
In which alſo, | 
The Accounts between f. S'; two Adverſaries, Dr. Sti/lins- 
fleet, and Dr. Tillotſon are exactly caſt up : A Summary 
given of the Beginning, Progreſs, and Final Iflue of the 
Conteſt about the Catholick Rule of Traditions; and of the 
Charge made good againſt them, that their Ne-Princi- 
ples did leave all Chriſtian Faith in a Poſlibility of being 
Falſe ; of which they 4diſcharg'd themſelves no otherwiſe 
than by quitting the Litts, and by giving up cheir Cauſe. 


By Jobn Sergeant. 
TUith Allowance, 


The Preface to the Reader. 


HE Controverſies on both ſides growing very numerous in 
the Reign of the late King James, it was thought fit by 
thoſe of the — ror. fo publiſh from time to time, a kind of 
Hiſtory or ative of the Performances of both the contending 
Parties. Tt was not to be expetted that an Adverſary ſhould ob- 
ſerve the Indifferency, which is efſemtially neceſſary to a true 
Hiſtorian, nor repreſent things Impartially : Yet the Author of 
thoſe Narratives did to 4 Fi Degree deliver things with 4 
Sand/ome Decorum, as much as could be well expefFed from one 
who was a Party, and in ſuch Circumſtances. But, he givin 
over, a furious Lealdr (as we were inform'd, by name, Dr. W- 
rook upon him to continue that Work, and — call'd him- 
felf, the Continuator cf the Hiſtory cf the Controverſie. 
What a kind of Hiſtorian he was, and how Impartial a Lo- 
wer of Truth will be ſeen hereafter. His Language was [o 
Foul, Opprobrious and IwoeHive againſt every Catholick Writer, 
none excepted ; and particularly his Falſhoods againſt my ſelf, 
were {o' manifeſtly wilful and injurious, and withal ſo Jens 
; ing 


The Preface to the Reader. 


being confutable by Open Matter of FaR, that my Genins 
leading me to have little reſpett for him who had none at all 
fer Truth, I could not but think I did not owe him the Civi- 
lity to mince or diſguiſe his Miſ-deſerts, but to call bis Faults 
by their own Tight, tho courſe, Names ; and, to retort upon 
bim, with better Juſtice, ſome of thoſe contumelious Expreſſions, 
he had unjuſtly beſtowed on others. 
I may juſtly” preſume that all ingenuous Readers, who have 
peruſed my Books, will acknowledge that I do only avail my 
ſelf by nwy Reaſons and Arguments, and am unwillingly drawn 
#0 anſwer Railing with juſt Reprehenſions ; and that only the 
Neceſſity of preſerving my Reputation did force me upon ſuch 
Methods as are proper to defend it. My Caſe was this, Dr.St. 
for want of better Arguments, had recourſe tothe Roman In- 
quiſition ; and, truſting to a Libel, under the Name of Lomi- 
nus, objefted that my Doftrine was held at Rome to be Here- 
tical, and was condemned there as ſuch, and that my ſelf 
was excommunicated, cited toappear, and what not. Here« 
upon I clear d my ſelf in my Fifth Cathelick Letter, from p. 8. 
to P. 32. And by unconteſtable matter of Fa, and by the Teſti- 
mony of the Greateſt and moſt Learned Men (few excepted) 
in God's Church. I manifeſted that my Dottrine was held to be 
Sound and Catholick; and,by the whole courſe of that Tranſadtion, 
rhat there was not one word of Truth in that whole Story: This 
ftunn'd Dr. St. ſo that he never objefled it ſince. But this hot- 
headed Continuator was ſuch a Monſter of Inſincerity, that when 
ke was, as a Faithful Hiſtorian, to give a true Account of what 
I had alledg'd for my ſelf ſo largely, particularly and authen- 
tickly in that Fifth Letter, be conceals all IT had there alledged, 
and charges the ſame again, as if T had ſaid nothing. Which 
is the ſame, as if, when a Perſon, accus d of Murther or Theft, 
had been acquitted in open Court, after a deliberate Examina- 
tion or Hearing of all that could be objefted or provid, an idle 
Fellow ſnould fill bawl out aloud, that he was, notwithſtanding, 
an errant Murtherer or Thief, without bringing any thing at all 
to make good his Calumny. Having thus Apologizd- for my 
plain and honeſt refuting {ach a Therlites, and ex oſing him as 
he deſerves, I remit thee to the following. Letter, where thou wilt 
meet with mere ample Satisfattion, | 
| THE 
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Sixth Catholick Letter, 


To the, CONTINUATOR of the 
- Hiſtory of our Controverſies, 


od 220 


__ you are. Edo not know, (tho' 'tis 
ſaid your Name is Dr. . nor havel 
any reaſon, from your carriage, to 


think you are much worth the know- 
ing ; A and you did very prudently to mask your ſelf un- 
rt diſguiſe 6 a private and obſcure hand, to hide 5p. peiice? 
the Bla wk ch common ſhame would otherwiſe 7 
Rs even Pang forehead of the blackeſt complexion. 
It is cafie to diſcern by your furious Zeal, your Falſi. 
) FHyirg humour, and your Patronizing ſo fiercely that 
Party,which maintains that Af Chriſtian Faith which 
is ligld, now way be. Falſe, that you are far from the | 
Principles of a Genuia Church: of England-man, far- 
ther hang, gaod Benefice may perhaps give you a Vo- 
cation,. but {ooher Pre IN 4c * —_— in Maſe 
quer 1 ala Po 
ifits yes 4 pus yo which fik ke Lobfters we pot 
their ow kad ontward apprarauce; but nottheir Nature: 
& CharaQer you have given'your ſelf by your deha- 
Ur in your 41(t. page y is:that-you are a wilfel and 
Bold Calumniator.z who, truſting to: the caſic Creds- 
l-uſne[s of your Fric0ds,3060)ying onthe Great Noiſe of 
A 3 your 


Fpift. to the 
R:ader. 


bbid. 


bd, 


[2] 
your numerous Party are able to make, value not a 
firaw what -zanifeſt Falfboods you publiſh, And, which 
is the worſ# Quality of a Forger, that you are a Careleſs, 
Open, and Confident One, It this can be plainly made 
good againſt you, I am ſure your Rpde and Unchri- 
ſtian Carriage towards me, jultifies me for letting the 
World know you are guilty of theſe Faults of the 
firſt Magoicude. What prejudicethis mdy do to your 
Deſcants all along upon other pieces writ by Catho- 
licks you are to look to, and ſhould have better con- 
ſider'd when you thus ſacrific'd your Conſcience to your 
Malice, for if this be prov'd upon you, it will here 
ſtand upon Publick Record, and like youk fellbw Xxights 
of the Poſt, you are never to be bettey'd Wi ay thing 
you ſay either here or hereafter. Certainly Sir, alittle 
more Temperance had done your Cauſe . far more 


- Right : For every Man of an ordinary Prudetice* will. 


vehemently ſuſpe& your ſharp Reffextons are meerly 
Remantick, ſeeing you make the Proteftant X»izht ſill 
beat the Popiſh Giezr. What Man of common *Rea- 
ſon will, do you think, believe you, that the Catho- 
lick Party have in none of their Books ſpoke a word of 
Senſe, or that (as you tell” the Reader with much aſſu- 


 rance) never was Cauſe more intirely baffled : Nay, in 


the full career: of your ranting cxaggerations, you aver 
without Fear, Shame or Wit, that your very Footmen 
them/eives efteem themſelves an equal match for Feſuits ; 
and leſt the Credit of your Learred Foormen ſhould fink, 
or the ſober part of the Wotld'Hould look upon. them 
as (cIf-canceiced ”_ —— ſuch a high Efeem 
of themſelves, you hold"them ap by the chin, and 
tell us very ſadiy, that you think they have ſatisfied. the 
world they are wet miffaken in this opinion of themlelyes. 
Now, all this while there was bur one Footman, whoſe 
name, 


(3] 


name, to rid:cwte a Roman Catholick Writer, was pre- 
fix'd to a Pamphlet, which in all likelihood might 
have been written by ſome ſuch ſhamming Gentleman 
as your ſelf. I wonder you did not add Proteſtant 
Broom-men, Kennel-rakers and Chimney-ſmeepers, for 
none can doubt but ſome of theſe may have as much 
Knaviſh wit as a Foofmey, But it was your Kindneſs to 
Catholicks not to tyrannize: too much over them, or 
depreſs them with ſuch ignoble compariſons, and 
therefore you did them the 4-mexy to allow them fir 
matches to run a Controyerſy-race with your thrice 


Reverend Footmen, And, by your Diſcourſe, 'tis a - 


hight honowr too z for you tell us p.45. that the R. FP. 
Sabran 7+ now grown more famons in the world from his 
new Antagonift che Fortman. Thope I may uſe your own 
words fol apply them better 5 and tell the Reader that 
I admire at #he beat and bitterneſs of that little Satyr, 
your tidiculouſly malicious Self, © © 


37 Norwithſtanditlg your 21: performance; 'T frankly - 


adhnawkdge' thar- a Hiftrr y of What Books have been 
writ p7v and'con 1 dur Controverhtes is & very laudable 
Deſign ; and- had you obſerv'd the impartiality of an 
RR bo enh oat what had been-done/1n that 
kind} and then" referr'd'*your Reader tothe'Broks you 
menion'd, and loft' his to judge of the performances 
on both fides by thoſe Books themſelves, you' had de- 
ferv'd a due Commendation. But you could not con- 
rent- your ſelf with matter. of F423, but would needs 
eter -vpory the matter of &ighr! to ond* this, with 


Reflexions wholly mide"up of Vapor; Tnfolence, filly" 


Amplificatiors, lrodies, Invecives'; ahd ft tices open 


Filſhoods. For example, Never did Man ſet Per 20: 


Paper (as F, Sabran) with ſuch a flock of  Jenorance and. 
Confidence together, P.4. whoſe ſtock is Confidence, p:45- 
He 


P, 26, - 


DP, 45, 
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He has zeither Learning, nor good Manners, ibid. One 
would wonder by the way, Sir, where your Breedi 
lies. But as for, the Repreſenter, he is quite ſtript of 
Honeſty ard Wit both,---- He ſeems (ſay you) to have 
ftruogleda little with bimſelf before he could get the better 
of hts Conſcience, P. 11, The Confidence of this vain 
Man---He (His Proteſtant Antagoniſt) bes thowght- fir 
$0 give him up as a privileaged Perſon, who is paſt either) 
Senſe or Modeſty, or hopes of being reclaim'd, p. 12, That: 
is, in more honeſt terms, his Antagoniſt acknowledges 
himſelf 5affled, and I perceive by your p.4. that'you. 
are about giving wp F. Sabran too upon the lame. ſcore, 
Again---- that honeſt, ſincere Man hat. caunot enare:. 
falſe dealing, but was drops downfrom Heaven. te* be. the: 
Scourge and Cenſor of a Licentious Age—-- by « frange.. 
kind of Metamorphoſis from an Angel of Light transfore. 
ming himſelf into a Spirit of Darkneſs, p. 43- And laſts | 
ly, that He is an Aſs in 4 Lyons Skin, ;Þ. 144+ Pray good 
ſweet angry. Sir, lay -aſide your Paſſion, awhile, agd 
do but conſider alittle how. ridiculous you make your : 
ſelf; and clap the long Ears on your. own Noddle. 
Had you profeſ# your ſelf a Ther/ites, and a Maſter of 
Iavetive Rhetorick, none wauld -have, wonder'd.at- 
you for following, your Vacation 3.-but-the.;Jeſt' js; 
you will-needs .make your ſelf allthis while a 41«/ften:: 
of Ceremonies, to teach others grod wenuers, act yes . 
the Academy ofScolds at Billingſgate cannot fyrniſh one; 
with baſer and. fauler. Language, Were you writing : 
agaigt rhe;Perſon, and-had. ar, the fame; cizne prov;d, 
his Demerit anſwerable co; your Words, then 1ndepd; 
Smars Languages (6 jt: be Tye, may ſometimes poſe, 
nay be.needfal 3; but to fall upon him fo ſeverely 1n an ; 
undue, occaſion, ' and with (uch a ſerious Career of ex» . 
rrayagant-Railing, docs too viſibly procced from the 
: Im» 


[353 - | 

Impotenty and Uneaſineſs of your Paſſion. Could a mad 

ſpeak, Iknow not (tho' you'perhaps may) what 
worſe Language he could foam out than Aſs and Dev:/. 
Whence 7 Congratutate to the Gentleman the happy 
Omen, that he could deſerve the heat and bitterneſs of 
ſuch little 'Satyrs, Thus our impartial Hiſtorian” treats 
the one Party 3 but on the ozhey he beſtows all along 
the Magnificent Titles of Excellent, Learned, Ingenions, 
Incomparable, and all-to-be Reverences them with his 
Termagant Hyperbolical Commendations. And now, 
Reader, is it a Straw's matter whether ſuch a Writer 
praiſes or reviles a Man, or rather are not his £/o- 
ginms 2a Diſgrace, and his Tnvejves a high Honour 
and Commendation in the opinion of any AModerate 
Reader ? 

3- My turncomes next 3 and any Man will ſee how 
Dr. $#. and his good Friends are nettled, by your pel- 
ting me ſo' unmercifully, m_ue | 

4+ Yourfirſt Falſhood is,” that: 1 begun to carry on 
this Controverſy after the RefleRer had writ his, This 
I affirm to be Hmtrue 3 for, the Firſt Catholick Letter 
was allo'mine. ' And; tho' my Name was notto it, yet 
b ill own'd it for mine in my followingpieces. Which 
tf you read, you could nat but ſee ; if you: did zo, 
you are a ſtrange Diſregarder of Truth and Sincerity, to 
paſs ſuch-raſh Cenfures npon Books you never ſo much 
as read; And; if this were ſo, as I much fear, it puts 
me into ſome doubr whether you ;ever. read a»z.of: the 
Cacholiek' Books you cinf4 1d*qteþ( ; but, like..a 
righchioneſt Man, right or wrong,” ſhot your Bolts at 
random. - - mondo | 

5. Your Second Falfhogd is, that Dr. $c, has reply'd 
roy firft!Foor Letters and this Is's, moſt notorious 
Bingen,” For firſt! it 8 ſhown In ry Fifth! Letter, 
" P3ge 


P. 20. 


P. 4*-- 


lb;F 


N93 
Page by Page to every Examiners Eye, from. p. x54, 
nk x t 3 Gat he has omitted ſo much;as to rake = 
tice of (much more to anſwer) Thirty Nine parts of 
Forty of my firſt and third. Letters- Next, he owes me 
an Anlwer ta the. Second, Thirdly, he has nat an- 
ſwer'd one word to my Fourth ; and fo :we or three 
ſhameleſs Untruths mylt: ſerve for an 4»ſwer to thoſe 
four Treatiſes 5 which; I ſuppoſe, is the m:dern way of 
Controverſy you told us of, p. 20, However, you tell 
us, P- 40. that Dr, Ss piece was an Excellent Diſcourſe ; 
that is, 'tis one of your Geeſe meramorphos'd to @ Swas, 
by your gloſſy Cammendations. However, it diſcover'd 
my Yai, anc that's enough in all Conſcience. Bur 
Sir, -are you a Chriſtian, even in a Latitudinarian ſenſe, 
who call it Vanity to aſſert that the Faith now held by 
Chriſtiaas is truly Chriſt's, and conſequeatly. True, or 
that it has Grounds to prove it true that it did deſcend 
from him, which is the Grand Conteſt between Dr, $2. 
.and me * And on this -occafion let me ask you how 
- you durſt tell the World ia the Title to your - Dedica- 
tory,. that a Book writ to maintain the Poſſible Faiſbood 
of Faith, is writ 1n Defence of the Church of Englands 
. asif it were her Doctrine, that hy vhs Faith may 
be a Lye 3, or how a Chaplain to aa Arch-Bp. durſt-ap- 
prove a Pamphlet, that makes that -Church guilty of 
-that half Atheiſtical Tenet, which her beſt Writers 
and moſt genuine Sons ever abhorr'd. But --«- Hes 
eft hoya veſtra, & poteſtas tenebrarum. | 


. 
- 
" # 


6. Your Third Falſhogd is, that 1 writ Contradi- 
Zions, which has been confuted at large in an elabo- 
rate Diſcourſe (Fifth Cath. Letter, p. 8. to p. 18.) 
where every particular Contradiction objected is ſoly'd 
by a clear ſtate of the Queſtion , which.the: Learned 
Dr. would aceds miſtake throughout his whole An- 


ſwer, 


4s 


ſwer: However, it was expected this would have flopt 
my mouth, But alas, when v4in Men promiſe to them- 
ſelves Uareaſonable things, how ſtrangely their Expe- 
Qations fail them ! *Tis not Nonſenſe clad in fine words, 
nor all the Spiteful Reflexions of Men, who, I ſee 
plainly, have not the leaſt value for Truth, that can 
thock me or fright me from defending it. 

7. Your Fourth Falſhood is, that the Blackloift Herefic 
was now like to be brought on the Stage again meaning, 
that my Do@rin about Tradition was peculiar to Mr. 
Blacklow. The contrary ro which I have ſhown to 
every honeſt Reader's eye in a particular Treatiſe (C/- 
pens Sepremplex p. 209. top. 250.) and the very Reve- 
rend F. Warxer in his * Anti-Heman tells Dr. Burnet he 
diſcovers his Ignorance in laying it was newly invente 
Laſtly, my Fifth Letter p. 24. has foreſtall'd this Ob. 
jeRtion. But no Sincerity is to be expeRed from (ſuch 
willful Aferters of baffled Falſlhoods. Dilprove a Ca- 
lumny never ſo cvicently, all they do, inſtead of inva- 
lidating our Reaſons or Teſtimomies, is #0 ſay the ſame 
over 424in with a ſteeF'd Impudence, as if nothing had 
been alledg'd againſt tr. 

8. Your Fifth Falſhood is, that 1 have formerly eat 
my woras, 

Your Sixth, that 1 did this, when 1 was cited to Rome 
to be cenſur'd for thoſe dangerous Heretical Propoſitions 
which 1 am now again broaching in England. Both of 
which are mft Impudent Untruths. This appears both 
by the kind 4a40n7tz0 ſent me from the Sacred Conore- 
gation, where 'tis manifeſt they were aware that I had 
declar'd my (elf to ſpeak [de Regala Externa Fidei ſeu 
de Trad:tiowe Eccleſia) of the Extrinſical Rule of Faith 
or the Tradition of the Church, As alſo, that in the 
circumſtance of our Controverſy I had maintain'd | ae- 

B bere 


* S-e Third 


Cath. Letter 
d. p. 21. 


P. 41. 


- Clyp:My Sey- ! 


templex, 2. 10 
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bere eam efſe eviaentem) this Rule ought to be Evident. 
All which they allow*'d, and 1equir'd no more of me 
but only that Mindful of the words of the Apofile [1 ans 
a Debtor both to the Greeks and to the Barbarians, both 
to the Wiſe and to the Unwiſe) 1 would clear ſome Pros 
poſitions contained ſomething 0bſcurely in my Books, by 
reaſon of the ambiguity of the word Evidence, vis. 
whether it was meant of the Evidence of the /24y/te- 
ries, or of the Xotives to Faith z which Miſtake bred 
the whole Milunderſtanding, This 1 did by a hundred 
Inſtances, and moſt pregnant and convincing Reaſons 
in my Declaratio; and, this done, thole ſevereſt Judges 
of Unſound DoErine, remain'd ſatisfy'a; and to your 
greater confuſion I have the Original of the Xonito 
and the other Kecords in my hands ſtill. For farther 
Evidence that I was neither put to Eat my. words, or 
Eetract the lealt tittle in my Books, nor was ever Cited 
to Rome, 1 could allege thole;/Right Reverend Perſo- 
nages, Biſhop Zey/4r#, and Bilbop Gifford 3 of which 
the former was at Xoe all the time of the Conteſt: 
The other, though at Far, yet was acquainted with 
ail the particulars of it : As alfo thoſe Reverend Divines 
mention'd Fifth Cath. Letter, p.21, who examin'd. the 
Propoſitions chiefly objected 3 and atteſted under their 
Hands, that their Senſe was ot 1n my Books but the 
direc contrary : I could produce likewiſe Multitudes 
of Other Perſons; both Divines and Lay-men, of «n- 
blemiſht Credit, who can witnels the ſame. And yet 
this frontleis Man thinks to out-face the World with 
an open and manifeſt Lye, to ſecond ' Dr. 8's wilful 
Forpericsz though he knows how 1 anſwer'd in my 
Clypeus Septemfiex and Yindicie what the Dr. for want 
of better Stuff, did cite out of his Friend Lominus, and 
that in the firſt Section cf my fiſth Catholick Letter I 
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particularly (ſhew'd by unqueſtionzble Authoricy & 
very tittle of Dr. Still:ngfleet's Calumnies to be moſt 
falſe: And, laſtly, whar Approbations from the 
moſt Knowing and moſt Orthodox Cathoalicks of 
| the beſt Quality my Books have had, Which done, 
| I cloſe. *:my Diſcourſe with this Recapitulation. * Fifth Cut, 
| [The Sum of my preſent Defence is this: * Eight E*©er, p; 12. 
« Divines of great Repute, appointed by the Arch- 
c« biſhop of Paris, and admitted by my Adyerſary him. 
« ſelf, do unanimoully atteſt that the Senle condemn'd 
* is not in my Books, but the contrary. My Judge 
&« clears mes the Cenſurers are commanded: to make 
* me Satisfaction, The Higheſt Tribunal allows my 
« Plea and acquits me. Primates, Archbiſhops, Bi- 
« ſhops, the Sorbon, eminent Divines, and even thoſe 
« who take another way in their Writings, approve 
*« 2nd commend my Doctrine, and moſt of thera 1n ve- 
<« ry high and extraordinary expreſſions. My own Supe- 
<« rior does the ſame z nay,even thoſe who formely were 
© highly prejudiced, declare themſelves ſatisfy'd in it, 
« $o that poor Dr. $#, is left alone to ballance againſt 
«all this weighty Authority, with one Lominm, a 
© meer #oprax or Man in the Moon ; on whole ſole 
| © No-Authority he grounds all his ſealeleſs Calumanies.)] 
All which particulars were ſhewn there at large, To 
| enforce thoſe Te/timonials, 1 added [I defire the Rea- 
1 <« ders to reflet that thoſe Judges, Approvers and 
* Commenders of my Books and Doctrine liv'd gene- 
« rally-in diverſe and far diſtant Nations,were of different 
© Faculties and Univerſities,of differentEducations,dife- 
| & -extOrders,and(to ſome degree)of different Principles 
« and Intereſts, diw:rſe of them utterly unknown to 
&« Me, or Ito Them. So that, *tis impoſitble to ima- 
« vine that any thing but the force of Truth, and the 
« Integrity of my way proving the Certainty of our 
B 2 «« Faith, 


[ 10 } 
«< Faith, as to its having been taught by Feſws Chriſt, 
« could make them conſpire to allow or abet My Books 
« ſo heartily and #nanimonſly, Nor could there be any 
« human Inducements to make them ſo ſtrangely par- 
& tial toa Private Man, every way inconſiderable, and 
<« of yo Eſteem at all, but what my writings and Prin- 
ciples gave me.) And now, Reader, admire at the 
Impudence of this Man, and be Judge thy ſelf whether 
he has not forſworn all common Honeſty, and re- 
nounc'd all Shame, who, after all this and much more 
read by him in the Book he is here cenſuring,does, before 
any Man ha: diſprov'd one tittle of it, or (I am ſure) 
can, in this very Book of his, where he pretends to 
give a faithful account of the Contents of each pirce, 
andof the Performances of each of our Controvertiſts, 
not only ot acquaint the Reader with this my Defence, 
but without any Authority, nay ageinft ſuch an uncon- 
teſtable Authority, ventures to throw about his head- 
ſtrong and wilful Forgeries as that I contradiffed my 
ſelf, Eat my words, was cited to Rome z that whatI write 
in my Letters is held there a dzzgerous Hereſy, that no 
Man of Sexſe will be hired to read three Pages in myBooks, 
&c. An evident fign of a Noxplaft Cauſe, which puts 
its Defenders to ſuch hard ſhifts to have recourſe to 
empty Vapours, huge Notles, and notorious Lies to 
uphold it. | 
© 9. Youproceed and tell us next, that my Letter has 
met with as few Readers as I have Admireys, Here alſo 
there want lome Grains of Truth, for I am inform'd 
there are not a Hundred left of my Fifth Letter; and 
ſending to buy ſome of my Firſt, 1 was told there was 
fo few left that they are rais'd to double the price they 
were vended for in the beginning. Yet your Comfort is, 
there is no danger in the World of my laft Letter's doing 
any 
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any miſchief, ſince you do not telieve it poſſible to hire 
any Man of Senſe to read three Pages init, Alas, poor 
Gentleman ! I doubt not but you have a ſtrong Faith, 
which ſo blinds you that you cannot ſee how ridicu- 
lous you make your ſelf and your Friends. You gave 
usto underſtand by telling us Dr. $e. declines the Task, 
that he deſparrs of anſwering that Letter fairly and upon 
the Square, and yet, when *tis ſo clearly viſible that 
the Regrer that you canner anſwer itvexes and galls you 
to the Heart, you, like a right pleaſant Man, pretend 
to be much Comforred, that *tis not worth the anſmering. 
A very cheap and cafie Method to confute a// the Books 
in the World, But, Sir, Iam totell you very Diſcom- 
fortable News z which is, that the beſt Witts of our 
Nation, (to whom chiefly I write) Men not a jot. in- 
feriour to your Great Dr, himſelf, have not only read 
thoſe Letters of mine, but given ſuch a Character of 
them for #94anſwerable, as is not modeſt for me to re- 
peat. AndI have been told from a Perſon of worth, 
that the very Reverend F. zy. after his peruſing ſome of 
my Letters, did honour them with his Eloginm, that 
they had laid Dr. St. ſo flat, that he would never be able 
fo riſe again. And, Iam ſo confident of the goodneſs 
of my Cauſe, that I do here promiſe him and the World 
very faithfully that I ſhall make his Words good ; or 
rather, by what follows here, it will appear I have 
done it already, For you tell us, that 4 very Learned 
Perſon, in Compaſſion, as you ſuppoſe, to the poor headſtrong 
Man, hath undertaken to anſwer not only my Fifth Letter, 
but the other Diſcourſes of the Romaniſts about Traditinn. 
As much as to fay, that Dr. has enovgh of me. I 
muſt confeſs, Str, this would be very Learned indeed 
for he muſt, in the main Paſſages, either confate fir/t 
Prineiples, upon which Tinſiſt, orelſe (which 1s equal- 
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|; impeſſible) ſhew that they do not ſtand engag'd 
againſt Dr. $z's Dilcourle, I know you can cafily nick- 
41:0 any thing an Anſwer, though never (o trivial or 
wide from the purpole. But that we may hold to the 
Point which I foreſee you are flinching from, I will 
{ave your very Learned Perſon a great deal of trouble ; 
and, if he can but ſbemus that any Chriſtian ow liv 
ing, has any Reaſon that concludes that the Faith he 
holds is the ſame which Chr/f and his Apoſtles taught, 
but by means of Tradition, I promiſe him I will be his 
Convert. This is the point in hand, and pray, Sir, 
let it be your carethat your wery Learned Perſon, do not 
very Learnedly run quite away from it into impertinent 
Digreſlions, as the moſf Learned Dr. St. did g for, if he 
does, I ſhall not be ſo pery Unlearned as to follow his 
Ramble. 

10. But it is:not very pleaſant that you ſhould talk 
of Compaſſion to me who have left your Dr. in ſuch a 
pitiful and miſerable Condition, that he thinks it not 
creditable for him to proceed further with me himſelf? 
I ſuppoſe he /eft me off, as the Repreſenters Antagoniſt 
did him, or, as you Phraſe it {p.12,) Has thought fir, 
to give me up 4s 4 priviledg'd Perſon who is paſt hopes of 
being reclaim'd ; the true Exgliſh of which of every 
prudent Reader will _ at. It would have done 
well tho* to have mingled alittle Charity with his Com- 
paſſion; for, certainly he had done a great Cure to have 
{et me to rights: For I confels I am ſo headftrong as (till 
to maintain that Error Nonpluſt has ſhewn clearly that 
the ſtupendiouſly Learned Dr. $7. has never a Princi- 
ple to help himſelf with : And the Dr. owes a cure 
to this ſtiff-neck'd humour of mine, ſince he has con- 
tributed to it by Modeſty declining now theſe Fifteen 
Years to anſwer that Book, or clear himſclf from be- 


ing 
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mg 4 Man of No Principles, 1 am ſo headflrong too; 
that L will not 'let all the preſent Faith of Chriſtianity 
be held poſſible to be Falſe, or (which is the ſame, nor 
True, Nay, lam lo headſtrong, that when I (ee plain- 
ly that ſcarce oe of my Reaſons ate ſpoken to candidly 
and fairly, nor lo much , as one. of them anſwer'd, I. 
will not depart from my Concluſion, becaule the incom- 
parable Dr. 57. prevaricates, flouts and falfifies. You 
ſee, Sir, of what Nature my Diſeaſe of headtrone- 
neſs is; and, if the more-than-very Learned Dr. Sr. 
cannot cure me himſelf,. T much fear your other Perſon, 
who is no more but very-Learxed will ſcarcedo any good 
of me, 

11. However, 'tis a. Kindneſs that-an Anſwer is 
promis'd me, but by whom 8 I peremptcrily Chal- 
leng'd the Dr. Himſelf who is my proper Adverlary ; 
and. is he ſo ſby to meet me and vinaicate himſelf, when 
ſo many heavy Charges lie upon him, and particularly 
that beavizeſt of making all Chriſtian Faith poſible. ro be 
Falſe, or (which is the ſame) xot-True ? Can he have 
any buſineſs that more nearly concerns his Credit than 
this does? Or does he hope that another Perſon can. 
know his Thoughts and Reaſons, and ſo, defend him, 
better than Him{ef can ? Neither of theſe can with any 
Senſe be thought or pretended. *Tis manifeſt then 
that he is at his Wit's cad how to reply pertinently ; 
and therefore, (ecing himielf preſs'd cloſer and. cloſer, 
and all his witty Evalipns diicover'd, ihe. very fairly 
quits the 'Field, and ſets on ſome perds-Bungler; furs 
niſh'd with. ſome Wit and a. Plauſible Iavective Style, 
but little or no Senſe, and who has as little Credit to 
lole, as I ſha!l get Honour by meddling with himz and 
this fcr no other gr.d but that, it may be Trumpeted 
aloud to. the World in your next Centizwaition, how 
{n+ 
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Incomparably F, $. has been Anſwer'ds. Or, in caſe he 
be any Repute in the eye of the World, yer for fear of 
danger he ſhall keep himſelf inviſible in his Miſty Cloak, 
without owning his Name, but come out upon the 


Lonbinuntng grage Maskt, as your ,Gommunieeting (elf does 5 and 


then (as your ſelf alſo, ſecur'd after the ſame manner, 
has now done) he may without bluſhing, tell his Rea- 
ders as many Falſhvoas as he pleaſes, and yet ſave his 
Credit , for then, like a Slander got among the Goffips, 
none knows oz whom to fix it, 

12. Well, but how will this very Learned Perſon 
anſwer me? Why, you tell us he will anſwer 
me 1n | 

An Hiſtorical Diſcourſe concerning Tradition, 
lucomparable! I demand an Anſwer to nine or ten 
Treatiſes, and particularly to my Several Reaſons al- 
ledg'd im them, of which, God be prais'd, there is 
good ſtorey and this very Learned Perſon will under- 
take to ayſwer them All in a Hiſtory, Was it ever 
heard of fince the World ſtood, that 1#trinſical Argu- 
arents or Reaſons are to be anſwer'd by Hiſtories > Or, 
can theſe Men give the World a clearer Demonſtration 
that they are perfectly baffled, than to trick off the 
Direft Anſwers they owe to my Arguments by ſuch an 
Indireft wile? Every Reader fees what a Candid and 
Clear Method [ obſerve in all my Anſwers to the Dr. 
I take his Books and Reaſons exd-ways as they lie in or- 
der Page by Page, fo that if I run aſtray from the 
Queſtion in hand, or oxx/t any thing of weight, *tis ea» 
fily diſcoverable, and I may be preſently caught, for 
they know where to have me. On the other {ide my 
Adverſaries can never be brought to follow any ſuch 
fair Method: But they fall ro write a Treatiſe about 
ſome Subje&t, which by the common words in tlic = 
tle 


w-.aCT as». - 
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tle looks alittle a-kin to our Buſineſs 3 and then they 
catch at ſome Paſſages here and there iacidentally (car- 


ter'd and diſorderly colleted ; and, the true Senle and 


force of them, which they had as found in their due 


place, and the Tenour of the Diſcourſe being // or : 


perverted, they fall to p/sy upon thoſe words ; bur 
where the Anſwer is to all the particular Reaſons cone 
tain'd in my Book, we may go look. Something is 
ſlightly and wittily ſaid toa few ſcraps of it, but the 
Main, or the Book itſelf, is left unſpoken to. This unto- 
ward Method has been exaQtly follow'd by Dr. Tillot ſox 
throughout his &w/e of Faith, and in his Preface to his 
Sermons 3 and the fame is moſt religioully obſery'd by 
Dr, $f. in his latepretended Anſwer to ſome of my 
Letters ; and particularly in his Exemination of the 
Council of Trent, where he runs quite away from the 
whole buſineſs, as is ſhewn, Fifth Cath. Letter, p. 152, 
I53- 

- 3- But fince this odd kind of Hiſtorian has underta- 
ken to pay Dr. sr's Debts, 'tis bur fitting I ſhould give 
him a Ca#e/ogue of them, 

Imprimis, He owes me an Anſwer to the many Ar- 
guments in Faith YVindicated, demonſtrating that the 
Rule by which we are'to know whatChrift ravght,mult 
be 1mpeſſible to be Falſe For Infallible, . This was apply'd 
inthe 1»ferences at the end of that Treatiſe againſt the 
two Great DoRors 3 and it was ſhowa there (Fdare tell 
them) Unenſwerably, that unleſs they «can confute That 
Book (which 1 am lure they dare not fairly Attempe) 
ail they do write or caz write of Contreverly is at once 
quite overthrown. - Since it it may be made good that 
Chriſtian Faith muſt have («ch Concluſive Motives or 
fuch a Rule to eſtabliſh it, and recommend it to thole 
who embrace it, and they have »oxe ſuch, nay diſclaim 

C the 
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the having any ſuch Rule, they can never prove it True 
tha: any thing which themſelves, or any elſe, do now 
hold, is indeed Chriſt's Docriae, 

item, He owes me an Aniwer. to: Errour Nonpluſt, 
which prov'd him 4 Man of No-Principles, and to the 
ſeveral Diſcourles againſt each of thole pretended Prin- 
Ciples of his reſpe&ively 3 for which I have leſs reaſon 
©o forbear him any longer, becaule he has in this, long 
Term of Fifteen Years, (at leaſt,) Exdeavovr'd to clear 
fome other Debts, bur never went about to pay me one 
ſingle Farthing 5 which was very Unconſcionable, 

Item, He owes me an Anſwer to. my Method, Prin. 
ted at the endof Errour Nonpluſt ; which-compriles the 
ſumm of my Doctrine abouc Tradition, and reduces it 
to Firſ# Principles; which therefore, ſince ſuch Prix- 
ciples will not be brought to Contragitt one another, 
Dr. $#, is the oſt proper Man in the World to Oppoſe 
and Anſwer, as having No Principles at al, 


*Ser Fifth Item, He owes me Anſwer to my Firſ# and Third 
mags 7c Tetters; inregard he has omitted to ſpeak to * Thirty 


156. and p> Nine parts of Fortyin them and his pretended Anſwer 
164.702. 173:to the (ingle Fortieth part, has been ſhown in my. Fifth 
Letter to be none. ; 
Item, He owes me an Anſwer to my Second Letter 
* 32. ». 156,* the RefleQer, being (poor Mfin !). wep-ſolvent, 
70 pe 165, ttem, Heowes.me a Full Anſwer to my Fourth Let- 
ter, laying open the Yanity of his inſignificant Guild- 
Hall Sermon; to-which he has hitherto Jaid Nothing. 
I add, mor ever can, with the leaſt ſhow of 
Reaſon. 
Item, He owes me a Compleat, Diſtiat and Dire&t 
Anſwer to my whole Fifth Letter, and all the ſeveral 
Diſcourſes in it ; to which, if we muſt truſt you, he 
now declines to ſpeak. 
Laſtly, 
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Laſtly, he owes me an Account why, in his Apper- 
dix to Dr, T's Rule of Faith, he undertook to contute 
Tradition, and yet wilfully zriſook the Nature of the 
Thing he was to. #wpugn 5 as is ſhown Fifth Cath, Let- 
ter, P.6. and 7. which renders that whole: Appendix 
Inſignificant. 

14. Now, Sir, ſince *tis Impoſlible that all the Books 
concerning Traditioa can with any ſen{ be (aid to be 
anſwer'd, till the Particular Reaſons they inlilt on be dr- 
ftinf#ly reply'd tos and 'tis ridiculous to. expect this 
from a Hiſtorical Diſcowrſe, I {ce we mult ſer our 
hearts at reſt and expe no Anſwer at all, but only ſome 
ſleeveleſs Diſcourſe by a very large Synecdoche, .or ra- 
ther a far-ſtretcht Cetachrefi, milcalil'd a» Anſwer. 
However, I kalkdemand this Jultice of you, that you 
would put down. all-theſe particular Treatiſes as #»4x- 
[wer'd in an Appendix. to this your.Continuation of the 
prefent State of THE Controverſie ( as you ridiculouſly call 
it, by the ſame figure as the French Parſon call'd the 
Devil The Man of THE Sin.) And do not brag that Dr. 
T's | Rwle of Fazth 13 not yet reply*d-toy for, belides 
what has beca done already, I am inform'd it will be 
punitually and. particalarly' Anſwer'd: And, to requite 
your kindne(s, 1 hope by that time you write your next, 
rohelp you with ſome others to furniſh out your Nar- 
rative, and: make you. ſtand in need of ſome new Fal- 
ſhoods and InveQives to, ſave the Credit of your Friends, 
wha: are ſo; laudably and meritoriouſly -employ'd in 
maintaining that the faith of ail Chriſtians in the 
World may be a Lye. If your Hiſtorical Diſcour ſer tails 
of this per formance, I ſhall-not leave the Point or the 
Queſtion co dance after his tmpertinent Voluatarics, 
It will, in that cale,. be an abundant fatisfaRtion to the 
Werld that I ſhow by detail what he has icitrunreply'd 
GI tO, 
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ro,ard Ritl infiſt upon a full and direft Anſwer tomy ſe. 
veral Reaſons and Diſcourſes. Bur pray tell him that 
Scornful Feers and Open -Falſhords, though never 
briskly, and confidently deliver'd, are no competent 
Anſwers to Arguments, and I have reaſon to fear he 
will bring zo ether,, or rather I am ſure he cnet, 

15. Ir were not amiſs, now my hand isin, and be- 
cauſe they are Partners, and eſpoufe the Cauſe of one 
another by their mutual kind Dedications, co caft up 
at the ſame time, the Accounts between Dr, Tilbrſox 
and my felf, that ſo, he thatisin Arrears may do ju- 
tice to the other, and pay his Debts, or at leaſt, as 
Bankruprs uſe todo, compound them. 

xs, Obſerving that Controverſy, (which rightly 
underſtood, is the Science of ſettling Faith 'upon cerrain 
Grotnds, for the ſatisfatFion of Enquirers 'or Dowbters, 


ani ul, and for the Defence of its Truth gfitr Oppoſers, who had 


deſerted the Church) was, through the looſe Methods 
of Reaſoning and quoting promiſcuouſly, generally 
made uſe of, become endleſs and inconcluſive  info- 
much that ir came to lay a Scandal on Faith itfelf, as 
deſtitute of certain Principles, only which conld. af- 
fert its Truth, and was able to bring our Debates to a 
Conclufion.. And that if this decitive way was not 
taken, foreſeeing it wonld' rend naturally to incline 
Men of Wit to turn Atheiſts or Deifts : 1 did hereupon 
reſolve through God's Aſſiſtance,” to bend my 'endea- 


vour to ſettle Chriſtian Faith upon a ſolid Baſis, by 


demonſtrating the Abfolute Certainty of the Rsle or 
Principle on which it was built, as far- as concern'd its 
being the ſame which had been taught by our Divine 


Lawgiver, Chrift, and by his holy Apoſtles 3 this be-. 


ing the only Conteſt among thoſe who profeſs them- 
ſelves Chriltizns. Hence I entitled. my Book , Sure 


foot- 
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footing in Chriſtianity, that is, the firſt Ground, by re- 
lying on which, we may certainly know what Do- 
Arines were truly Chriſtian. 1 took the exat way of 
Science, which is, to argueout of the Nature of the 
Thing or Swbjef# in hand; that is, (our preſent Dil- 
pute being about the Rule of Faith,) out of the Notion 
or Nature of a Rule, and the Nature of Faith: By an 
obvious RefleRion on which I found that Seven Proper- 
ties muſt neceſſarily belong ro the Rule of Faith, viz. 
That it muſt be plain and ſelf-evident as to its exiſtence 
to 4/{: And Evidenceable as to its Ruling Power to all 
forts of Enquirersz apt to juſtifte thoſe who did 
not doubr,. for their adhering tothe Faith which it re- 
commended ; alſo able to ſatisfic fully the moſt ſceptical 
Diflenters and rational Doubters, and to convince the 


"moſt obſtinate and acute Adyerſaries : Alſo that it muſt 
be built on immoxyeable Grounds,. or be certain _ 


in itſelf, and laſtly, abſolutely Aſcertainable to us; 
each of which I demonſtrated by plain Reaſon in my 
Firſt Diſcourſe. 

17.. In the three next Diſcourſes I demonſtrated that 
one of thoſe Properties, ſhown to be eſſential to the 
Rule of Faith, are competent tothe Lef#ter or Book of 
Scripture. - However: it be incomparably excellent in 
all other Regards, and for the many Utilities of it enu- 
merated by St. Paul, and (Diſc. 5th.) that all thoſe Pro- 
perties do clearly agree to TRADITION. And this 
was the Summ of that Book, and concluded the whole 
Diſpute, as.is evident by the words at the beginning 
of that Diſcourſe, which were theſe : [For when it is 
once prov'd evidently thatTradition is a certain Rule of 
Faith, and Scripture's Letter not ſuch, they who re- 
je& the former, and adhere to the latter, are clearly 
caſt in their Cauſe, and condemn'd without more _ 
which 
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which ſufficiently ſhow that all the {reſt that follew ir 
were ex abundanti. 

18. The newnels of this way of Controverſy, and 
the cloſeneſs of its Reaſons made a Great Miniſter of 
State to recommend warmly the anſwering it. Five 
choice Mezn were ſele&ed, who mer on Mondays, 
(their moſt leiſurely day,) to conſider how toeffe it, 
Dr. Tillotſon was choſen their Penman, a Perſon of 
much Wir and a clear Style : His Book was call'd The 
Rule of Faith, Aſter many flouriſhing Skirmiſhes, now 
with Drollery, then with picking out words, and per- 
verting them to render them invidious, by concealing 
the Reaſons there given, which made their Senſe more 
l:able to be plaid upon, and other Dexterities,(at which 
he was as excellent as he was flat wheg he came to the 
rrue point) at length (Part 2d.) he came to the main 
buſineſs of the Properties of the Rule of Faith, and whe- 
ther they belong to Tradition and not to Scripture's 
Letter. Iaflign'd ſeven Properties which were diſtinct 
trom one another , he woulds needs reduce them into 
Two, Viz. ſufficiently plain, and intelligizle, and ſuffi- 
ciently certain to w. By which he avoided anſwering 
all the Reaſons given for each ; and, whereas my Ar- 
guments ſhow'd that this Rule muſt be 4bſa/wtely cer- 
zain, he changes the main point in diſpute, by 
that indeterminate Dow-bak'd word (S»fficiently 3) nor 
does he any where prove that the certainty he allows 
his Rule is ſufficient to make intelligent Men aſſent to 
their Faith ; or profeſs it, though with the hazard of 
A, laſing that is dear to them inthis World, nay with lay- 
ing down their Lives to atteſt its Truth 3 or any duty 
of that Nature, which is requir'd of us as Chriſtians 
bur huffles it off with the flight word (Swfficient.) And 
p. 118, when he comes to tell us how firm and _— 

Us 
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his Rule is, he tells all Chriſtians for their comfort, 
that (we are not infallibly certa'n that any Book is ſo An- 
tient as it pretenas to be ; or that it was written by him 
whoſe Name it beays , or that this is the Senſe of ſuch and 
ſuch paſſages in it 3, it is poſſible all this may be otherwiſe] 
Now, we are to ſuppoſe that by the word [we] he 
means Chriſtians, and that thoſe Chriſtians hold their 
Faith 77»e, andconſequently when he ſays [7 « poſ- 
fible all this may be otherwiſe than they hold it to. be, 
he muſt mean [poſſible ro be not True but Falſe; and 
is not this a wonderful ſafficiext Certainty of his Rule, 
which leaves it inevery regard poſſible to be fa!ſe : Or 
could he have poſſibly have better confuted his Let- 
ter-Rule which he pretends here to defend, than to 
contend that both its Grounds, and all the Faith which 
is built on them &k may be ſo manyLies? Again,whereas 
he ſays, he and all his Chriſtians are not infallibly cer- 
$ain of the very Exiſtence, Authority, or Senſe of their 
Rule, Tlask whether they be certainof them at als if 
they be Certain of them: at a and not infallibly Cer- 
tain, then common Senfe tells every Man they can on- 
ly be /alibly Certain of them 3 but falible Certainty is 
a ridiculous piece of Nonſenſe, nor was it ever heard 
fiace the Creation, that any Man ſpeaking his Natural 
thoughts, did ever ſay, 1 am fatlibly Certain of ſuch a 
thing. So the upſhot of his ſpruce ſo much applauded 
Book is this, that he confeſſes openly he builds his 
Rule of Faith, and, conſequently, all the Chriſtian 
Faith in the World, upon a- ruinous piece of flat dull 
Nonſenſe. $ 
19. Can any thing imaginable be more ridiculous ' 
than when he is defending his Rule, thus to overthrow 
it? Nothing certainly, unleſs it be this that follows, 
nor can there be found a match for this Author in ſuch 
per-- 
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per formances, but himſelf, His Sixth Section, p. 146. 
bears for its Title 5 That the Properties of a Rule of Faith 
do not belong #0 Oral Tradition: Yet p. 149, Which is 
immediatly after, he expreſly grants it has all the Pro- 
perties of a Rule of Faith, even as himſelf aſſigns 
them, and therefore « ſuch a Rule. For he confers LOL 
it is plain and intelligible, and, as for the ſecond Pro- 
perty, he acknowledges that a/l 7 pretend to in this Diſ- 
courſe (that is in a/! the Book hitherto, where 
I was ſettling the Rule of Faith, and which he has been 
all this while confuting ) #, #hat if this Rule has been 
followed and kept to all along, the Chriſtian Doftrine nei- 
ther hath, nor can have received any Change ; to which 
a little after he ſubjoyns Al rhis i readily granted bim, 
Now ſince, as he confeſſes this is aU/ 7 pretended hither- 
zo, is it not prodigious, and convicts his Book hitherto 
of mere fooling, to grant at /aſt what he has been (o 
long confuting £ Again, it is not pleaſant to profels he 
grants that readily which he has ſpent 148 Pages 1n op- 
poling 2 And molt (enſle(s to put for his Title, #bat 
the Properties of 4 Rule do wot belong to Tradition ; and 
yet in the ſame Setion, to confels that they do belong 
roit., For ſure he does not think that Men's following 
it is any Property of the Ra/e itſelf, which has all thac 
is duc to its nature, if it be apt to regulate or guide 
them right, who think fit to wſe it. Laſtly, leſt this 
Conceſſion ſhould hap to be taken notice of, he skips 
thence immediatly, with a nimble Tranſition, to avoid 
the ſpeaking a word to my ſixth Diſcourſe , which 
ſhow'd that all that follow'd was ex abundanti and need- 
leſs ; and thar his late forced Conceſſion was the yiel- 
ding up his whole Cauſe. In the mean time let him 
ſhow us ( which he never did, nor caz ) that Scriptures 
Letter is ſo plain and intelligible in Spiritual Points. _ 
the 
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the Higheſt Myſteries of our Faith, to al, and {o Cer- 


| tain a Conveyer down of Chriſt's Docrin, that ir 


muſt come to us without any Alteration, and he will 
do more than an ordinary Miracle, by contuting and 
baffling the conſtant Experience cf all Ages fince the 


- * * Apoſtles times, which aſſures us, that whole Bodies of 


Men have rely'd on Scripture, and quoted it for their 
Heretical Tenets, and yet have contradifted one ano- 
ther, and oppcs'd the known Doctrine of the whole 
Catholick Church, tho? there can need no more evi- 
dent.Proof of the inſufficiency of this Rule, then that 
the Socinians, who are great Scripturiſts and Learned 
Men, do rely ſolely on that Rule, hold co it conſtantly, 
and ſtill maintain the Liſts againſt all Oppoſers, and yet 
deny the Trinity and Chriſt's Divinity. 

20. This Glorious Book came out 1n the Year 1666, 
at which time I was reduced to a Skeleton by a long 
Sickneſs 3 ſothar, not reſting in the Night, I had no 
Spirit or Strength to anſwer it ; but two orthree hours 
after I had repos'd in the Afternoon, and in thoſe only 
when my Doctor would give me leave. Yet, I re- 
ſolw'd, as far as my weak Candition ſhould enable me, 
not-tolet the Cauſe of Truth fink by my Silence. A 
Friend procur'd mea Copy of that Book 1n Sheets, al- 
ſoon-as it was printed. So I made my Remarks upon 
it end-wayscurſorily ; and when I had writ one Sheet, 


having a Printer near me, I ſent it to the Preſs, and 


ſtill writ enough for another Slieet, whule the former 
was Printing ; 'ſo that within the compaſs of a Month 
or Five: Wecks, the whole was compleated : .Dr. $:z. 
was pleas'd to ſay in his Dedication to his Appendix, 
( for they, dedicated to one another ) that he hop'd / 
weenld fend Dr. T.a Letter of Thanks for the Reaſon and 


Kindnels he | had ſbewr ie throughout his Book: 


Wheacez, 
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Whence, not to defeat his hopes, I gave that Title to | 


my Reply, thanking him for all the Advantages he had 
given me apgaioſt himſelf.In that Treatiſe 1 laid open his 
}gnorance what a Principle meant, his ridiculous vain 
and childiſhdrollery built only his voluntary perverting 
my Words and Senſe 3 his conſtant Falſtfications and 
Prevarications, almoſt quite through his Book , of 
which I gave, (omitting many others,) Forty In- 
ſtances at leaſt, all of them Evident to Eye-fight , alſo 
with how many wiles he had omitted the ſpeaking to 
my Reaſons, or letting the Reader know of them and 
laſtly, 1 ſhow his prerended Teſtimonies to be utter- 
ly inſignificant, 

21. They ſuſpended the Publiſhing their Book about 
Three Weeks, till they had got a great number of them 
Bound to preſent to His Majeſty, the > and to 
other great Men; in the mean time, my Reply went 
'on Printing z ſo that, within a Fortmght or Three 
Weeks aſter they had permitted it to be ſpread uni- 
verſally to be ſold, my Anſwer appear*d moſt unexpe- 
Redly 3 which, was ſuch a choak-pear to them, that 
areſolution was taken to give me another kind of An- 
fwer than was uſual among Scholars, eſpecially, that 
they might prevent the coming out of a fuller Anſwer 
which 1 had intended, and had in ſome fort promis'd, 
Mr. Martin a Bookleller, at the Bell, in St. Pasl's 
Church-yard, an honeſt Man, and my Friend, ſent me 
word to look tro my ſafety, for Dr. T. had threaten'd 
me highly, and he verily believ'd, would feek my ruin. 
My Sicknels fecur*d me from appearing, which was of 
long continuance. The Fire of London happen'd the 
September followings at which time, a Bookieller's 
Man of his Acquaintance, by Name Ofiham, made 
Oath before a Juſtice, that he ſaw me throw — 

W 
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while Loydon was Burning, 40 continue and propagate 
the Fire; and my worthy Friend Dr. 69dden, ſent me 
word thit my Lord Keeper being acquainted with Bi- 
ſhop Ruſſel, tent for him, and told him, that I muſt ci- 
ther appear and ſhow where I was at that very time, 
or they muſt-be forced tor iſſue out a Proclamation to 
take me3 the People being then in ſuch a ferment, 
that there was ao other way to pacify them, whea 
it cameto be known publickly, Now, had I at that 
time been in petfe&t health, Charity would have in- 
clin'd me to lend my beſt Advice and Aſſiſtance to ſave 
ſome Houſes from-thas Calamity; but, it pleas'd God 
I'was ſick in Bed all the'time;” ſo that I was not able 
to ſtahd atone, -but was upheld by two Nurſes when 
they ſet me a Chair till my Bed was made more caſe, 
A ftrange Providence ! For, I had otherwiſe been ta- 
ken, - and, in that junQure certainly hang'd for an In- 
cendiary 5 which had been « ſpeeding Confutation of 
all F had written, and deciſive of the whole Contro- 
verſie, I ſent to Biſhop &»ſſe/, to intrear my Lord 
Keeper, that the Fellow that accus'd me might be 
brouglit before him at a preciſe time, and I would ap- 
pear (for I had gatlier'd more ſtrength immediatly af- 
ter) with Eight Witneſſes, befides Dr. Arga!l, my 
Phyſitian, to' atteſt the Falſhood and Im ility of 
his flanderous Perjury : It ſcents that Lord had acquain« 
ted ſome of my Enemies with the matter ; for it was 
immeditly hut with the greateſt care imaginable; 
after they ſaw-it would* not take, and my Accufer ei- 
ther rut away, or wasKept out of rhe way, for he was 
not ſeen'or heard of till a Year and half after. Thus, 
blefled be God, Anime noſtrs erepte eff de laqueo venan- 
tin, - A ſecond Plot was hatching to take me in my 


private Lodging in Certe# lane, the yery next day aſter 
D 2 the 
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the time the Proclamatian,- to baniſh Catholicks: out 
of Loadony had allow'd, But very providentially, an 
honeſt Proteſtant who hated ſuch baſenels, told it to 
Mr. Langhorn, who acquainted: Dr; waring with it: 
He ſent me word of my danger by his Servant the nexr 
Morning before it was day, which made me, ſecing 
the Malice of the two Brethren 1n Iniquity ( whom m 
Informer nam'd as the Contrivers and intended Profe- 
cutors) I went preſently into Holand for lome time, 
hoping their Aoger Would be ſomething abated by 
my abſence.. 

22. After four Months my occaſions prefling, I re- 
turn'd, but kept private among my Friends, I had 
Intended to give a large Anſwer to his whole Book , 
which would have ſhown it to be the moſt Diſingenu- 
ous and Weak Piece that ever ſaw light: I purpos'd 
to reduce it, throughout every Se(tion, iato Principles, 
I mean ſuch as lay at the bottom of all his Diſcourſes, 
and were the Groundwork of all -his atery and fanta- 
ſtick Deſcants 3 which would have diſcover'd it. to be 
wholly made up of Tricks, Drollery,- Falftfications and 
Nonſenſe. A Method which I would recommend to 
future Writers for Faith, when they have to do with 
an Adverſary who thinks to beat. down - Truth by ſuch 
aukward and inſigmiticant Talk , leſt weak Readers 
ſhould miſtake plauſible Rhetorick boldly deliver'd, 
and clad in neat Language,for ſolid Truth z which kind 
of bantering will be quite ſham'd ont of; countenance 
and be utterly difgrac'd; by ſhowing it to be. perfectly 
Grounaleſs; this being the propereft and, grexteſt Ad- 
vantage Truth can have over 'Error,, But.cre 1 had 
begun, I was inform'd that there was an attempt made 
to put the Laws 1a Execution, 1a their utmoſt fecu- 


*everity, 2gainſt a virtuous and worthy .Family near - Hax#+ 


fora, 


== 
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rd, where: us'd torretire, This amaz'd them and 
all har heard of it :- Their Converſation being lo inof- 
fenſive and free from indiſcreet Zeal, | and the Love 
and Eſteem they had from all their Proteſtant Neigh- 
bors being ſo great, that it was very ſurprizing why 
they' alone, when .no other Catholicks in Ezgland lay 
under any reſentments,-ſhould then be thus:expos'd to 
the laſh of the Laws, which by the mercy of our Go- 
vernours ſeem'd,. by a long defuctude to be now anti- 
quated ; till a worthy Kaight, their: Neighbour and 
kind Friend, aflur'd them it, was for | harbouring and- 
welcoming F.' S.:in their: Houſe, 1; Hereupon | fent 
them word would never viſt thermore, and defir'd 
them to let the Knight know as much 5-which put an- 
end-to. the Proſecution. 

23. Finding. Malice till fo vigorous, and fearing all - 
my Friends would ſuffer-for my ſake, 1did, by. the ad- 
vico 'of beſt and wilſeſt /Friends, ' :deliſt, from giving . 
that-large Anſwer 3 .which would. hive left'my Two. 
Adverſaries nothing but: 'Non(enſe”and: Freth: ro brag 
of, and conſequently exaſperated them even to. Mad-- 
neſs. .Yer, reſolving not to let Truth loſe her Vitory 
and Prevglency,:and. haviog engag'd My: wort; :that . 
God giving Life and Health; .Lwonld utuer:teave.folliwing 
0n:my blow 1till-1 either, bronghy: theos: to tay Pricteipies, ; 
or it came to be evident toall the world that they had none; 
I caſt about for an-expedient: how-to compaſs: both; 
thoſe;:Ends.; vie, \notrocxaſperate/itoo much; and yet. 
to/perform my Duty tothe full.; bGawtharto lay. oper 
the! perpetual,detea nt ingitbar had ſornuch of Peg-- 
ſonal it\it, thatric would -be-oxceedingly graing 3-284 - 
I had fome reafon to'think from ſame Paiſages io their. 
Buoks,! that / it . would lefs-difpleaſe- them.to-ſhaw. the 


Grounds of-:their-F arth tobe: Exllibla, than to:manilelty* : 


them< 
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themſelves to be Fanlty, tr: ozeur'd fo me alſo that 1 
had miſplac'd my endeavours in beginning firſt with 
Sure-fortiug, which treated of the Quid: eff, or what 
was the Rule of Faith, whereas I ſaw now ſhould 
have begun with proving firſt. that 'Faith has «xy Rule 
at all, fince that cannot 1n good ſenſe becalyd a; Rule, 
to any thing which, tho? they direct themlelves by it, 
permits them to go wrong :. For, .it being the genuus 
jentiment of all who profeſs Chriſt , that Chriſtian 
Faith cannot be a Lye; | did not refle& that I ſhould 
have to do with Men who,. by:making the Rule, which 
only can aſcertain ity Truth, Fallible, (or, fallibly Cers 
tain) do, by a y conmequence maititain'1t' muy” 
all be Falſe. 'Whiereforez choping to have all ſincext: 
honeſt Chriſtians on my ſide, my firſt Expedient 'was 
to — = _ _ of a Faith, and, 
conſequently, that Pai#h ifels, was ajolutedy: or infallis 
bly Orang and entituled my Book FAITH VINDI- 
CATED from poſſibility of Fulſpood. © Init brought at 
leaſt: Forty Demonſtrations Auitable''to: all capacities; 
eſpecially thoſe of Learned: Men, fetcht from Logick, 
Echicks, Natural Philoſophy, Metaphylicks, Divini- 
ty, the Language and Practice of Chriſtianity, and the 
(epoemiy, (lice mnkindn be wore rprdan the 
(ſince: aeaivi . be. more. fomthan t 

Ground it ſtands on) the &rawnd or Rate of Faith, muſt 

be abſolutely or infallibly Certain, and gave Aniwers to 

all the Objeions thar: could ſeem of. any Weight: of 

Pertiacnt « Andiwhen L.had dbne; Lapply'd ity a the 
end againſt: Dr; Ti and his'' Friendz'-2nd :conctuded 

thence evidently, tharfince he not meerlyſconfeſſes but 
meintains that there is:no' Rule of Chriſtian Faith, that 

is truly Certain,” or ( which 1 there ſhow'd to: be the 

ſame:) 1»falbbl4, -but'thatrhe very Exifence _ _ 
| ituac 
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Fitude of the" Letter of, Sctipture., 't's Author (on 
which depends its Aurbority,) and its Sexſe ( which 
is the very Faith Chriftians profeſs) way poſſibly, all 
of them, be otherwiſe than we hold them, that is other- 
wiſe than Tree, or Falſe; his whole Book was utterly 
overthrown , that'therefore it was Vick-nam'd the RULE 
ef Faith, and ought rather be entituled [No poſibilit 
of any RULE of Faith, )) (ince "tis againſt common ſenſe 
to call that a &ALE, which Men do their beſt to fol- 
low, and yet go wrong or err; asdo the Socinians, and 
all other Hereticks who have deſerted the Catholick 
Charch, and her DbQrin. This, was, I preſume, a 
following on my blow with a witneſs, and a thorow-con- 
futation of that whole Book, it being a needleſs and 
ſleeveleſs task ta ſtand lopping off the Branches when 
it was thus ſtubb'd up by the Roox. 

24. Again, it being impoſſible Error ſhould have 
any Principles, and the Privilege of Truth ogly to have 
ſuch Grounds , it {yo that there can be no more ef- 
ficacious way to do right to Truth, than to ſez#le her 
on her own immovable Baſis, Firm Grounds, and then 
to challenge his Adverſaries to do the ſame, and to- 
Eſtabliſh their Erroneous Tenets upon Principles. No- 
thing is caſier. than to pretend to. «nſwer 3 for, as St. 
Auſtin iays, Facile eſt cuiquam videri reſpondiſſe, ſi ta- 
cere neluerit, 'Tis eaſie for any Man to make 4 (bow of 
Anſwering, if he be reſolv'd to talk on ſtill, tho? it be 
to no purpoſe 3 but when they come to ſerrle, or lay 
Grounds ,. the very Attempt - will evidently diſcover 
their talteriog and the imporency of their Cauſe, Here- 
upon, the ſecond Experiment | refoly'd to make uſe 
of was tocſtabliſh the Rule of Faith upoa #»deniable 
Grounds, and reduce them to s/eareſft; Evidence, which 
only True Piinciples could giye its and then to _ 
enge 
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lenge them civilly to 'do the ſame., , Hereupon I writ 
and publiſn't my METHOD zo arrive at ſatisfaFion 
in Religion, which was aconnetted cloſe Diſcourſe and 
perietly Demonſtrativez which, afterwards, to ſhow 
it to be ſuch; Ireduc'd fo Self-evident or Identical Pro- 
poſitions.”. . What ſaid the.Doors.ta thoſe numerous 
Demonſtrations, {the. Jeaſt of which quite overthrew 
his Cauſe,) or to. my Reaſons in my Method! Not a 
word yer ſomething muſt be done for meer Shame. 
Wherefore, being reſolv'd to print his Sermons, and 
dedicate them to his kind Auditory, who, he well 
knew, would be eaſily appay'd with any thing, he very 
politickly beſtow'd two or 'three ſhort ſtrigtures upon 
them-z but for anſwering ſo much as 9ze Reaſon in et- 
ther of them, we mt excufe him. | 

25. I would not Ic; him eavycthe Honour of this at- 
tempt, however empty. arfd inſignificant 3; bug, confu- 
ted jt at large; entituling my Book REASON againſt 


RAILLERT : In which 1 manifeſted, (to p. 6.) his 

prodigious Ignorance of Firſt Principles, letting him 

now of what Nature they were, and what uſe is 

to be made of them. I laid open his ridiculous Drol- 

tery and empty Vapours, in priverting the ſolideſt 
e 


Diſcourſes there. to a fooliſh ſenſe, and then laughing 
at them 'm6ſt exquilitely z which method he purſues 
conſtantly both in his milſcall'd Xu/e of Faith, and in 
his Preface, I ſhow'd (p.45.) how far he was from 
a ſubſtantial Scholar in denying Abſolute Certainty 
m all Scicnces but rhe Mathematicks, Ilet him fee 
(p. 57.) that Moral Ations, tho' Free, miglit be. ca- 
pable of Certainty in ſome caſes, viz, when the Na- 
ture of az, or of a will are engag'd ; which he ſo 
learnedly mifunderſtood in his former Book 3 as ally 
what kind of Teftimony rhat muſt "be which can. have 
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Tirte 10: our” Afſ#v#' as ro Matrers:of Fact, 2nd that a 
Teſtimony hs bic "max Fallizie,. or which may 
be decervediin witer' particular} cannot imake us with 
Reatoq” ht what\d :acrefis' 1s '2 rorfern Truth: 
Inatie's+h ſe (p-71.) Lptoceed to examine his 
Sermon toproveas Deity, his Frrm Principle; (as he cal- 
led it) vorrrather 'his:/Finft Principle, and/ ſhow'd, 
1ſt,xhat he made is Cont /vſiom; Next,thatthe Terms of 
it were*cobrrimd) and, therefductit was Feiſes | Third- 
ly, that it was” altogether impertinens co bis pur- 
poſe. Adilated how! incompetent, his Ceetainty, 2. 
(uoly w_—_—_ axeluded Anal. Dowbr,: Was'to- ground 
our Aſſens.ol ran Fdichy cipegjalip24be Tent of 
a 'Peiylt.'In if malle>/Lurks; | Jews,; and even 
Atheifts 43;ſorcof whatthey.hald, or 094 held, 45 Chri- 
ſtians are of: their: :Fath;.vor that«there) 1s 4 GOD, 
Henoel charg'd\ him,. p,,g0i\that he berray'd:all Reli> 


gion .iffro-the being ayes, een, white he 
pretendet) ro cby{his #ſſectingtharwe co0- 
not be» certain of a' Deiry;; uglels: we entertarn (his 


Firft Principle ;-which is 10» full-ftuff'd with: Nonfenle 
and Folly, that, unleſs. an heaiam,. *tis like to be 
entefedined no where. -:T6 juittfig:my Charge, I once 
{ p96) the words of his Seymen,rall alopgy io4avbigh he 


preeends: to>prove aiCreationg: or 4 FitſtiBriagy where 


he bber and over vbucheshis oy rag 
point 'to be only. Lakelp/noas ig more credebietighan the - 


contraty-Probabilitier, Prakebie: Rreſons,figad fuck like, 
(in-wihichweexpepiente. out infer: tobe} ole afriaiaken, 
vor m1 an Brrot)*butt inotzave Br qpfidacerhty being char 
he voucties to: be: Cervein Ot Goncduſive ; {fora word 
his he&there) that 48:mmuchas; /aps-ahey are Crrteie 
Truth, > Now.to-1et humielfroaprovethere it: a GOD, 
-and/ferting RD 16 ;Prove:u,'but fuch as 
#24 * by 
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by the CharaQer himfelt gives.of them, [eaves it poſF- 
ble there is no Ged, and ancertain there is apy, 'is (ef- 
pecially fromthe Mouth of.a Chriſtian, and. one who 
has the Repute of a Learned Man) ſuchk deadly Blow to 
all Religion (which depends upon the Certainty ard 
Truth of that moſt Fundamental Tenet) that it- lies 
not in the power-of all the Atheiſts 'inthe: World| tg 
do it fuch a Diſparagemenr. - . No:wonder thet char he 
comtended-in his Book that Faith, .and all its. Grewnds, 
might oſibly te falſe, who allow'd in his Sermon- 
Proofs that the Tenet of the Exiſtence of the Author, 
and adorable Obje&tof 4/{ Keligion, was no mare than 
likely or probeblezihar is,in other/terms,prrbeps not True. 

26, My-Sixth Diſcourſe: ſhow'd howhe muſter'd vp 
all the kinds of Uncertainties he could invent, to avoid 
the Abſolute Cervainty of Chriſtian Faith and uus Grounds, 
fuch as were fair -Frobabilities, , Likelzhoods, [Prudential 
Mottves, Moral Certtinty, wot "_ aftuclly, and 
ſuch likey none 'of which raig'd. Faich;- or the Leter 
and Senſe of Scripture ' above' the Poſſibility of being 
falſe 5 nor conſequently, could juſtifie any jntelligent 
Man for - profeſſing or dying toteſtific its T7#thy nor 
were able 1o-prove, agamit its Adverſaries, that any 
point of Feith- was cerh«inly true : He was brat ſhame- 
fully from all this Subterfuges and Pretences, with 
which helaboured hard to prove that there could be 
no certain"Grounds, or any Rule of Faith in which all 
Mankind might not be Decerved; and, conſequently that 
all Chriſtian” Faith might be a Lying Fiftion,' for any 
thing"sny Man 4liviog koows:” His Fallible: Certainty 
was expos'd and ſhoawnto be avaſt pernicious Nonſenſe, 
and ir was demonſcated agaioſt him over and over 
moſt evidently, rhat the Notioos ofCertainty and Znfalls 
bility was all 0ne;andthatnoMan_ could with Truth ſay, 


\ 
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be was certain bf athingyandacknowledpe, at the ſacr.e. 


time, be ſow he might be deceived in ir, - 

27..[t was clearly manifelited chere (Diſcourſe 7th.) 
that inftead of an{weriag any one of thoſs numerons 
Demoaſtrarioas in. FAITH VENDICATED, he pre- 
ends himſelf; to be gravell'd with/fiy& Words, Foren- 
tiatlty, Attuality, Aftuation, Determination, Saperiors, 
and Sabſume, Weg Ne likens to the Copaitt and Scla- 
wvonian Langage, and to Afirologyi Palmeſtyy, Chymiſtry, 
&c. Asif # pry ns. had not wwe of At 


.propet.to thebfelves: in, mr 5lowing* which the ele- 


gant Gentleman does ita liberally acknowledge 3 he 


minds Sne eras more than' goed Senſe, and coraplains 


of the Texderneſs of his Ears, when the rroe reaſon is the 
Soft neſs of his Hiad. But *ris already underſtood by a 


Huadred.laſtagces, that (poor "baſed Heor) he is 
Evermoſt merry, when he pophe' ro be moſt ſerious, 


and;thas when be is gravel'dwithwArguments, he has 
recautle to.Buffaonery z though io this occaſion he ſinks 
below . his other Performances; for he did formerly 


.now aud then: joke witrily,: bur here his beſt play was 


to talk Childgbly. 

28. My METHOD fares no better; I deduced thar 
Diſcaurle ſtep by ſtep, from the very Natzre or Eſſence 
of the Subject in di , viz, fromthe Notion of the 
Rule of Faith, and made rhe torgoing Propoſition ſtiH 
draw after ut, by ofideniable”confequence the follow- 
iogofne, But this was unſuirable'to hisGenivs, which 
ets the Liberty of Rambling Rherorically, but hates 
to bring,or (peak r0,10y Diſcourſe'that'is comnefed him- 
jelf, and dreaJs to gr Ar it when brought by ochers. 
Yes, Two things he does, and'both-of them ſtrange 
ones... Firſt, he affirms rhat thay Diſcourſes founded 
ou the ſelf evident Ifa/libility of "Oral Tradition. 

E 2 Whac!z 
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W hich makes me ſuppoſe;that which I am therg pri- 
ving, and to put that for my Principle,. which is evi- 
dently my Coxc/afjon, I mean all but the word { Se/f- 
evident) which he adds out of his profuſe Liberalicy. 
Next, that he has ſ«fidiextly ' fen/ider?d that. point 4n 
his &le of Fatth ; where (as hetells us there), he ree- 
dily granted 8, | LAN x. 

1 beg 'of the Reader to peruſe from p. 18g. 
to p. 208, in Keaſon againſt Railing, and he will (ce 
what an.{deeor Phenix the Dr. is 4n/his: kind, who 
puts off Anſwering,” by telling us he had: ſufficiently con- 
fider'd what he confefſes he had graxted; : - 

29. In aword, Ianſwer'd dilinaly and very large- 
ly to every tittle in his Preface, and withal, to- diverie 
Paſſages in his &w/e of Faith, Where: he pave me a 
occaſion taclear any Point, 'that ſeem'd ro:difr /at-[t 
leaſt Selidity, which were very few 5 and fhow'd to 
the Readers Eye, that the' whole Complexion of- his 
way of anſwering Arguments, was -no more -but- to 
pick a word or two out of a conneed Diſcourſe, per- 
vert it to a ridiculous Senſe,; and then turn it- over-to 
be abus'd by his Learned Talents of Irony and Drolle- 
ry. As if he made account his Readers were to be a 
company of meer &igg/ers, and had only the Faculty 
of Riſibility in them, but were qtitte deſtitute of Ratio- 
nality, Sh2&.- 1 | | 
"0 But *ris now high time I ſhouly. make up Ac- 
counts with him, and put him ia minTof his Debts. 

Imprimis, Then, he ſtands indebted to me for a Re- 
ply to my Letter of Thanks'as to the Rational part of it, 
that concern'd our Subject. 

Item, He owes me SatisfaQion for all the Jeers, Jro- 
pics, Prevarications; and op?n Falfifications, which, (as 
| there manifeſted, he had afforded us in his Rule of 
Fa.th, 


| 


[ 3s ] 
Faich; inſtead of pertinent Antwers'to my Argumehts, 
Particularly, for that egregious and bold. Fallificatiagg 
whiclv runs thorow. the Reply tothe ſecond half of 
Swre-forting, where lie . inſerted (contrary to my «<x- 
preſs - words frequently repeated) the large-icns'd 
Word: þ&EL} which he puts in a diſtia& Letter to 
make" it more remarkable, and builds his whole Im- 
nation upon that very Word, which he had fo 
difingenuouſly' added. | +1 
-";rem, He owes.an Anſwer .to thoſe numerous De- 
monſtririons in Faith YViadicazted, which ſhow'd that 
Chriſtian Faith muſt have ſuch a Rule as is «4&ſolvte/y 
certain. Alſo he owes me an account why he entituled 
his Book that deny'd it has any ſuch Rule, [_The &Aule 
+f'Faith] and not rather [Ne Rule of. Faith) it. being 
the greateſt Nonſenſe to call that an zntcileffingl Rule, 
which, ' tho? fotlowed to our Power,..does not (ecure us 
from being ed into Errors.” "T 
'Jrem, He owes an Anſwer to my METHOD, the 
cloſe and connected Tenour-of -which he has lett yer 
wholly unanfwer'd, : 
 '7tem, He owes me an Anſwer to my- whole large 
Book, Reafonigarnft Raillery, tro which he has never (0 
much as pretended to effer one word of Anſwer, 
.. em, The main of his Rule of Faith, being abun- 
dantly reply'd to-in theſe four Treatiſes: of mane now 
mention d, and* manifeſted by Muititudes of Jaltanges, 
that inſtead of ſpeaking ro my Reaſons, he-only picks 


.outa Word or tw», turns them to a faoliſb Scale, and 


falls to Drollery ; he owes me ſtill. a pertinent Anſwer 
to Swre footing, and to all the falid Arguments which 
| had there proJuced,; and - thyg,. as they lay. in zwy 
Bo;k, and as expre(s'd in my #oras, and not as now 

_ 4 . 
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ded anew in his own-untoward Merhod, or chabging 
4b{.-lute Certainty into Sufficient. 

/tems, If it be aotto0 unmerciful to pteſs poor Deb. 
rors who are Bankrupt already, | would on this'ocea- 
fioo, -mind him of the greateſt Dcbrt he owes to the 
Chriſtiana World, and ra the Adorable Aurhar of- our 
Faith,in not only leaving all the Doctrine of Chriſt now 
profels'din the whole World, in a Poſhbility of be- 
ing Falſe, and this in a Circumſtance in which he was 
ro Mainrain it'to be'certainly True, but alſo for openly 
profefling he has never an Argument to evince the Exij- 
fience of a.Deity, or of a Creation, (which he under- 
rook to prove 10 his neat weak Sermen) but what's on- 
ly probable and likely, ; which 'leaves it #»certain whe- 
ther there is a-GOD or no. By which quivering DiF- 
courſes, advanc'd by two:!ChriftianWriters of the high- 
eft Fame and Repute, and! pickt out for the moſt chojte 
and meſt expert Champions to detend Faith, which 
(as has been made evidentbeyoad Conteſt) arc nor on- 
ly deſtitute of ſolid. Principles, but profefledly maintain 
there are ore, that can evince the 77#th and Ctr 
zainty of it 4 it cannot be doubted but Atheiſm 
and Deiſm, which now (o abound in Ezg/and, have 
1n great part naturally iſſu'd.. All they have to uphold 
their Credit with thoſe of an inditterent Pitch, which 
compound the generality ; hip flouriſhes of Wit;' and 
elegant Language, Remarks and Senterices out of an- 
cient Authors, and the many -dexterous Artifices -of 
pervertiog the curtail'd Arguments and Senſe of their 
Adverlary, and then playing upon 'them witrily , 
but as for producing or laying any one Principle to ſettle 
the 7r«th of Chriſtian Faith upon a frm and immovea- 
ble Bafis, we muſt excuſe them, I canliken them to 
gothing ſo well, as to Darixs and bis Perfians, who 
when 
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when they were to fight againſt 4exonder, came into 
the Field.att'd with thei _y Dreſt of :yawdy 
Cloaths; and rich:Oraztt which nade's glorious 
ſhow, but were inſignificant in War ; but as They, 
for-8 juſt Reward of their weak Vanity were ſoundly 
beaten; ſo muſt thoſe Writers receive a perfe&t Baffic, 
when they come into. the Liſts. of Controverſy, arm'd 
wich the ſhining Embelliſhments of Eloquence and 
Wir to combat Truth, whoſe ſtrength confifts only in 
her Grounds and Principles z which being laid and 


fix'd in their Nature by the GOD of Trerh; are altege- 


ther invincible. But (as St. 4»fin ſays) I» mali cans 
nom poſſunt aliter-— 'ſed quis coegit e053" malay canſam 
babere | © But it is now high time toreturn to Dy, $ri/- 
lingfiges 20d the Continuater 3/ and, if poſſible, comrive 
ſome way how-he (and. his Friend Dr. Tillorſon) , may 
pay their Debts. iT 

- . 31: I would (gladly. find ſome expedient to'excuſc 
thera from the vaſt labour of 'picking' aut+theis ill 
wrought Stitches, and, beginning ons new Sedre and 
a better Method to give an Anſwer, upon the ſquare, 
to ſo many Books. Wherefore, fince 'tis- Uamercifal 
to preſs pror: Debtors to pay more than they are «b/c, 
therc fore euf of Compaſſion to your head-ftrong' Party, | 
will come to this fair Compoſition with them, that 
if Dr. $:.caft anſwer me but oe ſnple Argument which 
Þwill bring to prove, that he cawne, by his Principles, 
maintain it to be true, that what you or a»y now hold 
1s Chriſf's DofFrine, nor conſequently that the preſent 
Chriſtian Faith itſelf is 75»we: Alſo, if. he can bring 
but one Argument himſelf, which (according ro his 
Principles) does conclude rhat what he or any other 


Ehiiſtian gow helds « Chriſt's DpArine, and, (o, TY xe: 


Lwill pardon the af? Swars he: owes tne, :and+ quit; all 
icores.- 


C38] 
ſcores between us ; nay more, 1 will acknowledge all 
the ouilded Bubbles i in|your.trothy Books 'to | be ſolith 
Sente, and make you Pn bekefaticn tor having 
oppos*d: you hithert6.” 1 hopethe! Reader will chink 
there was never inthe Wed a Kinder Creditor, conlt- 
dering the /o»g (croll of what he is indebted to me for, 
and hew loxg much of it has been due. . Your Argument 
1 am co-expeft, Mine is ready 5 premiling ſt this 
Lemma, that | 

(whats Free is (in our _—_ tmpoſſible to be Falſe. 
For, we are not ſpeaking here of fature Contingents, 
or of ſuch caſe-where the Changeablenelſs of the. mars 
ter may-werythe Fruthof rhePtopofition as affr'd at 
Preſens,: burof what $2: Yeterminately paſtor nonpaſty 
whence-whateruly har bees Teught by Chriſtis \ 
ſible now wot to have bets Taxght by him. This ev 
Truth fore-laid, I argue thus. 

No:Proof from Reaſon that” dves ot | Zvientlyrees- 
clude, nor Teſtimony:that age aaron can prove Soy 
1mpo o-be falſe.” ©. * 

Therefore no ſuch Proof. or Teſtimony can prove « a 
thing tobe True, Lemma. | 

But Dr. $t: atlotvs no Conclaſive Evidence: previous: to 
Faith; "that Chrift raught ſuch or ſuch a Dotrine, ay 
any Teſtimony but what's Felhble.' * 7 3 4.2 

Therefore Dr.” $7.cannot proveit Troe, that the Faith 
which he or any other Chriſtian holds is Chrif's: D& 
pes nor conſequently, that Chriſtian Fanh __ is 


+ 6. :TheConcluſiveneſs of this Argument [unde 
rake tomake good, ler him attack it where hewill, 
Here is no'Sham,” Jeer, 11 Language,” nor any of your 
or his little Tricks, burplain. downright Regſon, And, 
ſinceLam forc'diby your Indire& C irriage (05 Rigorons 


2" a9 Diſcourſe 
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Diſcourſe, 1 expe& from him the Rigorous Duty of a 
Reſpondent, viz. to D-ny, Grant or Diftizguſh the 
ſeveral Propoſitions, and he ſhall havethe iame Return 
from me, | ſhall expeCt at the ſame time when he 
ſpeaks to this Dicourle, his Argument, concluding (by 
his Principles) that what __ or any other Chri- 
tian now holds, is indecd Chriſt's Docrines: and, lo, 
True, And, if he refuſes to afford me that moderate 
Satisfaction, he rejets my kind offer of ſuch,a fair 
Compoſition : And fo he will ſtand yet engag'd to give 
me pertinent and diſtin Anſwers to all thoſe Treati- 
ſes, and the ſeveral Arguments contain'd in them 
which ftrike at his Tenets : And if he thinks it his In- 
tereſt to join iſſue with me in ſuch cloſe and rigorous 
Diſcourſe, I do here promiſe him there ſhall not be 
one word of Railery (to which lam unwilliogly drawn 
by his and his Friends Carriage) nor the leatt kind of 
Excurſions but Pertinent and Plain Arguing, accord- 
ing to the Rules of exact Legick, and the ſame I ſhall 
expe from him, In order to which TI make him this 
Fair Offer, that, which of us ſoever defletts into any 
irregular Method,other than dire Arguing or Anſwering, 
ſhall be held to be Nonpluſt, and to have Loſt his Creair. 
Every honeſt Man will ſee that this Propoſal is both Fair 
in itſelf, and Equa/to both ſides and argues a fincere 
Intention in the Propoſer that Truth may appear. And 
therefore, if he d:ſ-accepts this Offer or declines this Me 
thod, it will become manifeſt that he is utterly Loſt, as 
he is a Mantainer of the Cauſe depending between vs. 
33+ By the wayI delite to know from the Dr, why 
this oze Argument of mine has not given a Full Aſwer 
to both his Books againſt the Council of Treng, nay, to 
ail he h:th written or all write, in the Judgment of 
every intelligent Man, Or why thoſe Diicouries which 
y the 


the Author himſelf is forbidden by his own Principles, 
to affirm that they contain a word of Tr«th in them, 
can deſerve any Anſwer at all. - Indeed, if he will re- 
nounce his ſhallow Principles, and beginning on a new 
ſcore, undertake to ſhew, that ſuch or ſuch a Reeſor is 
Concluſive, or ſuch a Teſtimony 15 Infallible ; He might, 
in that caſe, pretend to prove that ro be Trae which is 
built upon them, and fo deſerve an Anſwer , other- 
wile what Man, that is not over-courteous, will take 
himſelf to be cblig'd to reply to Great Books, in which, 
by the Authors own Confeſſion, no Man living knows 
whether there be ſo much as oxe word of Truth in them? 
Whence ſollous evidently that Dr. $#. ought in true 
Reaſon either to take up better Principles, or to leave 
oft writing Controverſy ; nay, even to leave off defend- 
ing his own former Books, For'tis a ſtrange and de(- 
perate piece of Magnanimity for a Writer to maintain 
that to bea Tr#th which his own Principles force him 
to confeſs he knows not but it may be Falſe , that is, he 
knows not whether it be True or no? 

34. if you or your Friends continue reſolute to purſue 
this impertinent Topick that my DoQrine about Tradi- 
tion is held by the Governours of our Church to be 
unſound in Faith, you ſtand oblig'd to prove, firſt, 
that the only Book you rely on, viz. Lomines, is Au- 
thentick, and to be Credited, notwithſtanding that 


the gravelt Teſtimonies in theCatholickChurch (ſum'd- | 


up above) by their Carriage and expreſs Words have 
declar'd thedire& contrary, And withal, youare to 
let us know particularly who it was that Authenticated 
that Book, who Licenſed 6r recommended it to the 
Preſs * What Printers, Authors, or Places name is to 
itz and to tell us the Reaſon why it was not own'd, or 
allow'd by Authority, being Printed in Paris, hs 
ene 
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41 ] 
the Laws enjoin all theſe particulars under great Penal- 
ties, Andiftirhave not theſe Qualifications which ho- 
neſt Men may have, then you are to ſhew in what ic 
differs from a Libel; as likewiſe to acquaint the World 
why you thought fit to rely on ſuch a Bock to prove my 
Docrinnſound, rather than on the graveſt Authori- 
ties of all ſorts in the Roman Catholick Church, at- 
teſting the contrary under their Hands ſo pablickly, 
Next, you are to diſprove what has been alledg'd by 
me in the firſt Setion of my Fifth Catholick Letter, to 
confute that Calumny ; where ſuch a Concurrence of 
Reaſons and Teſtimonies are produc'd, thats would 
ſhame Impudence itſelf to conteſt it. And, laſtly, you 
are to ſatisfre the World how, if this were lo, it could 
be poſſible that I ſhould now ill write and maintain the 


ſame DofQrin, and yet yo Man, but your ſelves, accuſe 


me, If all this, which would convinee even Scepticiſn: 
itſelf, will not ſtop your Mouths, I offer your ſelf a 
Friendly meeting "before ſome Perſons of Honour of 
both Communionsz where I ſhall produce the well- 
atteſted Originals and Authentick Records (yet in my 
hands) belonging to that matter 3 which will ſhow you 
to your Eye what notorious Falſhoods you have Prin- 
ted againſt me, Why ſhould you not, if you have ſpoke 
Truth, pull off your Vizard, and appear to juſtifie it ? 
Why ſhould an Honeſt Man in an Honeſt Cault be ſoſhy 
to ſhew his Face? Or, if the Conſciouſneſs of your For- 
geries make you 4/þ4w'ato do it in your own Perion, at 
leaſt appear by a Proxy. If allthis will nor keep you 
from obſtinately perſiſting to oppoſe known Truths, | 
can only ſay you are wilfully poſſe with a Spirit of Zy- 
ing, and deſerve to be Poſted. 

35. lamſorry you woud Ineeds force metoule ſuch 
plain Language: Were your Demerits the —_— 
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"Wks © of Fraility, Humanity wayldh .me. to compaſſionate 
'; 0: ther. But, being moſt* werty V ilful 'and Wicked to 
> boot,I ſhou!d wrong Tro d be unjuſt to my ſelf, if 1 
HE phiacnor call'd your Faults by their own 1] Names, and I have 
4 done no more. Pray defirs the Dr. and his Friends, for 
” > Truths ſakeandtheir own Credit, tharthey will not ſo plain- 
WOt.. © ly. convince the World, that they decline Anſwering and fall 
to. Bantering ;andWithal aſſure them, thatif they vainly hope 
to avail themſelves of open Lyes, I ſhall not want means both 
EE. «to ckar my ſelf and expoſe them to the Scory and Shame of 
£2 Mankind. ”-So wiſhing you heartily and charitably what 
2 = you moſt need, Sincerity, I reſt 
Your Humble Servant, F. $. 
_-— .. "A Poſtſcript to the Readers. 
Gentlemen, 

OU have here a [hart Map of all the Controverſy between me and my Two 
| Adverſaries, Dr. Stillingfleet and Dr. Tillotſon, Men f the Greateſt 
Repate at that time, and"'meſi et _— 7 able a pe 

land is defend the © wſe, Obſerve, 1 beſeech you, that t 108 
ed pond us A ay Tp Concern ; Viz. of the Abſolute Certainty 
of Chriftian Faith, depends on the Certainty of the RULE, iy means of 
which only it can come to our Kuewledge, or be held Certainly True itſelf ; 
As alſo that uponithe Deciſion of this one puint depends, cauſequently, the Deci- 
 flon of all the Diſputes aboit Faith, and the End of all Controverſy, if "tis ma- 
'nag'd, (as it ought) by Principles. Rr, if it be ſhown that the Roman 
Catholicks have and follow [ſuch a Rule as aſcertains them abſtlutely that the 
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= Faith they profeſs does come from Chriſt and his Apoſiler, th:y muſt be h:ld to 
£2 Ne * have the True Faith. On the contrary, that theſe who diſclaim the having 
"2 any ſach Chriſtian Rule, nals profeſs avd mainrain- they have no ſuch 
Yd Certain Rule as preſerves Chriflian Faich from Poſſibility of Falſhood, or 


from being perhaps not True; cannot (ſince Chriſtian Faith muſt be held Cer- 
cainly True; and. muſt have « Rule or Grand to aſcertain it to be ſo) pretend 
with any fſhom cf Reaſon ts have True Faith. 1beg of you to refieft that 
in the whole courſe of this Diſpute, 1 do only avail my (elf by the flrength of my 
ons ; and how they, on the contrary, have endeavonr'd to defend them- 
res ty little Rhetorical Tricks, Ironics, manifold Tergiverſatiom, and Subor- 
nationof perjured Witneſſes to ruin my Credit, and take away my Life. Laſtly, 
Tdefire.you to reflef# that, never ſince the World flood, could any Controverſy be 
bronght t4 8 clearer iſſue, and more perfe# Concluſion, than to offer to lay the 
ftreſs of the whale Canſe upon their bringing ſo much as one Argument to prove 
Thas by their Grounds all Chriftian Faich might not poſſhibly be falſe ; or 70 
anſwtr one ſingle Argument my ſelf would bring to evince that; by their Prin- 
Ciples, a/{Chriftian Faith ought to be held poſiible to be Falſe, or net True. 
* Whith eafie Tark, conſcious they had no Principles to perform it, they never durſt 
attempty hoy did lever bear one word from ccherWehom, fince I wade them that 
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